INTERNATIONAL RENAISSANCE FOUNDATION (IRF)

ABRIDGED REPORT ON

RESULTS OF 2007 ACTIVITIES 

The International Renaissance Foundation, in the traditional of open society, publishes an annual report on activities. In 2007, IRF allocated nearly 7 million US dollars to projects promoting honest and free elections, strengthening civil society’s influence and control over authorities on all levels, supporting a public system of human rights, establishing the rule of law, promoting Ukraine’s European integration, introducing legal and penal reforms, strengthening freedom of speech and information through the media, reforming the education sector, including care for children with special needs, introducing changes to the public health care system, integrating  national minorities into Ukrainian society while preserving and developing their cultural individuality, promoting tolerance in interethnic relations, publishing translations of works on contemporary public thought and developing the Ukrainian publishing business. This report contains the basic description of how funds were spent that were received by the Foundation from one of its founders George Soros and other IRF donors and partners.         

We are happy to note that individual Foundation initiatives and projects are finally gaining state importance and are promoting democratic reforms in practice. 

The Renaissance Foundation was the initiator and founder of the system of external testing in Ukraine, and we have shared the experience gained during our pilot projects in 2002-2006 with the Ukrainian Center for Educational Quality Assessment. 
Starting with the pilot project “Public Radio,” IRF has supported the social movement of experts in media and journalism aimed at creating public broadcasting in Ukraine.  Today, the President of Ukraine has put this issue on the government’s agenda. 

The day is quickly approaching when we will be able to celebrate the 500th book translated into Ukrainian (published by Ukrainian publishers with IRF support). This constitutes an entire library that introduces the Ukrainian professor, student, citizen, politician and civil servant to the classical and leading opinions of world-class sociologists, philosophers, historians, scholars, experts, true statesmen and public figures.

We can expect that the practical experience gained from the IRF free legal aid project, which is also supported by the Viktor Pinchuk Foundation, will in the nearest future help appropriate state institutions form the legal and budgetary foundation needed to guarantee each citizen the right to high-quality legal aid. 

IRF signed a Memorandum of Cooperation with the Ministry of Regional Development and Construction of Ukraine, the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the Sudak City Council Executive Committee on implementing a pilot project on electronic government. We expect that, starting with this pilot project in the Crimea, in time we will have open access (via the Internet) to socially important information, and, therefore, at least on the local government level, the opportunity to take part in the formation and approval of state decisions.  

The Foundation is working with the new leadership of the State Committee on Nationalities and Religion on joining Ukraine to the initiatives of the European Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015, the goal of which is to significantly improve national policy on Roma in each European country participating in this project.    

The list of such initiatives can go on. Many of them are noted below. However, we can’t ignore the Foundation’s main activity – to steadfastly promote the development of civil society in Ukraine.  A society in which:

· People establish various societies, associations and groups for the honest protection and well-substantiated defense of their interests before government institutions;
· The activities of elected and appointed officials are open and accountable to the people;
· The rights of every individual, and not just collective rights and interests, can be protected; and
· That must integrate into the European Union.
IRF Executive Director

Yevhen Bystrytsky

***

THE 2007 ELECTIONS AND CIVIL SOCIETY 

Political processes in 2006-2007 developed into a political crisis and snap elections to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. Once again in recent years, civil society organizations were spurred to actions aimed at overcoming crisis situations in Ukrainian politics, ensuring free and honest expression of the will of the people, and battling possible manipulations and populism by politicians. 

In the summer before the elections to the Verkhovna Rada, the first Civil Assembly of Ukraine (CAU) was held on July 24, 2007 in the Ukrainian House (Kyiv). This forum brought together 383 representatives of NGOs from all over Ukraine. The Assembly summarized and generalized the results of 25 individual regional discussions dedicated to the grounds of the political and legal crisis and to developing recommendations for politicians. In the adopted Resolution, the Assembly stressed that the main danger of the current political crisis is the absence of rules of the game shared by all citizens and which are adhered to by all politicians. The political crisis was the result of a state formation process that does not rest on civil society and that does not take into consideration the political, economic and social interests of a majority of the people. In their Resolution, the participants stated that Ukraine requires a new Constitution that has to answer the public request for the establishment and development of the Ukrainian state and civil society. In view of this, the Constitution is to be developed not by the Presidential Secretariat and enacted by the Verkhovna Rada or through a manipulated referendum, but only by a constituent body that will represent the interests of Ukrainian citizens and not of political players. In the event that politicians ignore this principle, citizens have the right to initiate an immediate-effect referendum to establish a Constitution Assembly. Another requirement of the CAU was holding a fair, transparent and democratic parliamentary election campaign that is based on a competition of programs and not on manipulation technologies, all the more, those aimed at dividing Ukrainian society. You can read more about the CAU at: http://www.irf.kiev.ua/en/projects/el2007.

Exit Poll 2007. On IRF’s initiative, a National Exit Poll Consortium, headed by the Democratic Initiatives Foundation, was created to conduct the National Exit Poll 2007. The project was financed by the Forum of International Donors, which included: the Democracy Grants Program of the US Embassy in Ukraine, the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Ukraine, the Danish Neighborhood Program under the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Small Grants Project of the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Ukraine, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, the International Renaissance Foundation, the National Endowment for Democracy (USA), the Swedish Agency for International Development and Cooperation (SIDA) and the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation (USA).
“Po Suti” TV debates on Channel 1+1. Channel 1+1, at the Foundation’s initiative and with its expert support within the framework of the 2007 election campaign, introduced a joint project – the talk show “Po Suti” (host Vitaliy Haidukevych, expert group director Ihor Kohut). Six shows, broadcast live on Channel 1+1 in September 2007, provided coverage and a rational analysis of the positions of key political players and participants of the electoral process on a number of important spheres of social life, and not simply political rhetoric and populist slogans. The topics discussed during the shows included: economic policy, reform of the health care sector, reform of housing and communal services, foreign policy priorities, judiciary reform and independence of courts, and state administration policy. Discussion of ways to solve specific problems in the aforementioned areas and the participation of leading specialists and independent think tank experts made this talk show different from those shown on other channels. For the first time not only political declarations were voiced but also specific actions and ways of policy implementation and proposals on reform of a respective branch as well as solutions to the specific problem were presented.
 “Responsible Choice 2007.” With IRF support, the “Public Space” Informational and Analytical Center and the 

Open Society Foundation organized and implemented the informational and analytical campaign “Responsible Choice – 2007.” Within the campaign framework, a web page was created which accumulated information about the election process participants: their programs, strategies, specific promises, results of their work in the past, current information, independent expert analysis of their political promises and their fulfillment (www.svidomo2007.org.ua).

“Ukraine: Year after Elections. Regions Monitoring.” On the initiative of the Laboratory of Legislative Initiatives, the Ukrainian NGO Consortium monitored 10 regions of Ukraine “The Year after the 2006 Elections.” The regional reports were used as a basis for public debates with representatives of the government, media and public on the fulfillment of government promises on the oblast level in 2006-2007. Media coverage of the results of the monitoring helped people make an informed choice during the snap parliamentary elections. The book Ukraine: Year after Elections. Regions Monitoring, which contains the results of the monitoring, remains an important record of pre-election promises made by local politicians and government, as well as their fulfillment. For more information, visit: http://parlament.org.ua/docs/uploads/doc/Book.pdf. 

Independent media monitoring and 2007 election coverage in the media. IRF, together with the Internews-Network and the US Agency for International Development (USAID), developed the “Open Media Fund for Ukraine,” which in 2007 held the competition “Independent Coverage of the Snap Elections to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine.” In total, 19 projects were supported. To find out more about these projects, visit: http://www.irf.kiev.ua/en/projects/el2007/.

RULE OF LAW AND PUBLIC HUMAN RIGHTS

In order to strengthen the principle of rule of law, IRF continued to actively support human rights organizations and their initiatives aimed at protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms, developing and introduction judicial reform, preventing illegal concealment of socially important information, establishing a system of free legal aid, humanizing criminal justice, and battling xenophobia and ethnic discrimination.  

The IRF Rule of Law Program (Program Director Roman Romanov), in cooperation with human rights organizations, prepared and presented an alternative to the regular report on Ukraine’s implementation of its international obligations. During the 38th session of the UN Committee against Torture (the text of the report is available on the UN Committee’s website: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/cats38.htm) and the 39th session of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the periodic state reports by Ukraine on implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights were heard (the text of the report is available on the UN Committee’s website: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cescr/cescrs39.htm). The alternative reports were presented jointly by IRF and the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union in cooperation with 15 Ukrainian NGOs. As a result of the considerations of the presented reports, Committee experts approved conclusions that to great extent took into consideration the proposals and critical observations of the Ukrainian NGOs. The program also provided support to the Women’s Consortium of Ukraine for the preparation of an alternative report to the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, which is to be considered in 2008.


With program support, the National Assembly of Invalids of Ukraine is conducting a campaign aimed at accelerating Ukraine’s ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Convention is open for signature by UN member states and provides new measures for protecting the rights of persons with disabilities. A few months after the start of project activities, the President of Ukraine commissioned the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy to sign the Convention on behalf of Ukraine. (Appeal by the National Assembly of Invalids of Ukraine:  http://naiu.org.ua/index.php?Itemid=96&id=1175&option=com_content&task=view  Presidential decree on signing the Convention on behalf of Ukraine: http://president.gov.ua/documents/6997.html)

Charitable program “Free Legal Aid.” The work continued of this joint program of IRF, the Open Society Institute Justice Initiative (Budapest) and the Victor Pinchuk Foundation. The pilot project was launched in Kharkiv in 2006. In 2007, Public Defenders Offices were opened in Bila Tserkva, Kyiv oblast, and in the city of Khmelnytsky. The offices signed agreements with oblast internal affairs departments and provide legal aid to all individuals detained, suspected and charged who can’t afford legal defense. Office lawyers are on duty around-the-clock. The systematic activity of the Offices in the pilot regions and the active work of the Office lawyers in each case are helping to strengthen the work of law enforcement bodies. 
A public opinion poll on access to free legal aid in criminal cases conducted in the Kharkiv oblast in 2007 by the Kharkiv Institute for Sociological Research showed that only 7.9% of respondents (prisoners) were able to take advantage of free legal aid from the moment of their detention to the initial interrogation, and, as it turns out, 41.4% of the surveyed prisoners had this opportunity only during their court trial.  The involvement of a lawyer in a criminal case already at the stage of a court trial significantly decreases his ability to influence the course of events.  The understanding by law enforcement bodies that lawyers can appeal an arrest if there were no legal grounds resulted in a three to fivefold on average decrease in the number of pretrial detainees in police stations that cooperate with the projects. 

Office lawyers are successful in arguing courts to apply alternative preventive measures to arrest, such as releasing people on bail or a personal guarantee, thereby changing the practice of applying preventive measures.  The experience of the Offices shows that with a lawyer’s active work, courts are more and more less likely to arrest an individual. For example, in only 28% of the criminal cases handled by lawyers from the Bila Tserkva office were individuals arrested – in Kharkiv this applied to 30% of cases. As the given study has already shown, 60.6% of the convicted individuals surveyed believe the legal aid they received from a court-appointed lawyer was of poor quality. Therefore, an important principle behind the work of the Public Defenders Office lawyers is, first and foremost, high quality defense of individuals who can’t afford a lawyer in a criminal case.  An analysis of cases closed by the Public Defenders Office indicates the following: in Bila Tserkva in 2007, of the 87 cases handled by Office lawyers, only 17 verdicts were for imprisonment: in Kharkiv this figure was 19 out of 54 cases.     

Thus, the experience gained of providing free legal aid in 2007 provides the opportunity to formulate legislative proposals that will ensure conditions for safeguarding rights and providing legal aid in Ukraine. More details are available at: http://pravo.prostir.ua.  
Ukrainian legal clinics. The system of legal clinics – centers in which senior law school students provide free initial consultations on various legal issues expanded throughout institutions of higher education and the professional legal community. The clinic program gained official national status and harmoniously integrated into the system of higher legal education as well as the system of public awareness of legal issues/public assistance.

Raising public awareness and knowledge on human rights in Ukraine was facilitated by initiatives that disseminate systematic information. The Rule of Law program supports the most popular Internet portals on human rights: http://human-rights.unian.net/, http://www.helsinki.org.ua, http://www.khpg.org, http://www.upp.org.ua, http://www.xenodocuments.org.ua. The program was also one of the initiators and organizers of the Human Rights Film Festival “Ukrainian Context” (http://www.docudays.org.ua).   


In 2007, the program continued work begun earlier on ensuring access to information that is of public interest and under the authority of state and local self-government bodies. The Rule of Law Program’s partner organizations worked mainly on the regional level. The program supported efforts by NGOs to stop the government’s unlawful practice of giving regulatory acts illegal restrictive classifications. The government recognized these efforts as legitimate. According to an announcement by the Press Service of the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine (from January 22, 2008), the Cabinet of Ministers plans to remove the classification “Off the record” and “Not for publication” from government decrees issued between 1991-2005, insofar as such classifications are not envisaged in Ukrainian legislation. See also: Ministry of Justice’s intentions to remove classifications: http://helsinki.org.ua/index.php?id=1201006896. For information about the conference on access to information conducted by the NGO “Environment-People-Law” (EPL) with IRF support, and the text of approved recommendations, visit: http://epl.org.ua/news_novyny_ost.htm#2008_02_12. This organization’s advocacy cases are available at: http://www.epl.org.ua/a_spravy.htm

.

CIVIL SOCIETY IMPACT ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM

The IRF Civil Society Impact Enhancement Program (Project Director Oleksiy Orlovsky) supported initiatives promoting self-organization of the population and its active participation in the formulation and implementation of state, regional and local policy. A number of projects were financed on public monitoring of the actions of state and municipal bodies and officials, along with a series of initiatives by territorial communities aimed at ensuring public participation in the solution of local development problems. 

Within the framework of the campaign for lobbying public proposals on solving urgent problems of territorial communities, it is worth noting the initiatives implemented in Chernivtsi and Odesa with regard to the provision of quality housing and communal services. The “Ukrainian National Home in Chernivtsi” Society conducted an expert analysis of the compliance of housing and communal services tariffs with legislation and developed a strategy for bringing them to an economically sound level, and held a public discussion of mechanisms for including the public in solving problems on setting tariffs. Within the framework of the project, the “Procedure for Providing Housing and Communal Services by Service Providers” was developed, presented for review and passed during a session of the Chernivtsi City Council (http://economic.cv.ua/print/19128).  For their part, the Odesa Public Institute of Social Technologies held an all-Ukrainian workshop conference “Quality Housing and Communal Services – A Joint Matter of Government and Community.” Representatives from 18 oblasts of Ukraine discussed the current state of housing and communal services in Ukraine and outlooks for reform, and exchanged best practices for defending the rights and interests of consumers of housing and communal services. As a result of the public discussions on the state of housing and communal services in the city, a draft resolution “On Ensuring Participation by City Residents in the Planning and Improvement of Housing and Communal Services” (http://gromrada.com.ua/index.php?show=news&newsid=10275) was prepared and submitted for review to the Odesa City Council.

Transparency of revenues in the oil and gas sector. In 2007, with IRF support, the large pilot project “Transparency of Revenues in the Oil and Gas Sector” was launched in the framework of the “Public Monitoring of Revenues in Ukraine” project. Over the project duration, monitoring was conducted of the production of primary energy resources and revenues from mining, transport and storage; an informational map of the transparency of the oil and gas complex was created; monitoring mechanisms were shared among representatives of civil society in order to improve their ability to perform an expert assessment and analyze relevant budget issues, take an active role in monitoring financial revenues and influence state policy in this sector. A one-day training seminar was held for journalists on the abovementioned issues. The key results of the project are expected in spring 2008.       

Electronic democracy for Ukraine. Electronic democracy is the opportunity for everyone to participate in the formation and implementation of state policy and the government decision-making process by utilizing Information and Communications Technology (ICT) for two-way interactive communication between the state (government bodies) and the people.   

In 2007, with IRF support and assistance from the Secretariat of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, the study was conducted “Electronic Government in Ukraine: Analysis and Recommendations.” It demonstrated that there is a need to create an institution (Center) that will provide organizational, research, technological, educational and consultative support to state and local self-government bodies, NGOs and individuals, and business on how to use ICT for e-government. [Electronic Government in Ukraine: Analysis and Recommendations. Study Results. O.A. Baranov, I.B. Zhyliayev, M.S. Demkova, I.H. Maliukova, Editor: I.H. Maliukova.: Poligraph-Plus, LLC., 2007. 254 pages.]

On IRF’s initiative, the pilot project “Creation and Activities of the Regional Center for the Development of Electronic Government in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea” was launched (Manager of the “Electronic Democracy for Ukraine” line of activities at IRF Olesya Arkhypska, Head of the Council of the IRF Initiative on “Creating E-Government Centers” Inna Maliukova). IRF signed a Memorandum of Cooperation with the Ministry of Regional Development and Construction of Ukraine, the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, and the Sudak City Council Executive Committee. The Center’s activities will support the introduction and effective use of e-government technologies, reform of public administration, transparency and openness of government, the attainment of European standards of electronic administrative services for individuals and business, development of electronic democracy and a legislative foundation for its development. Project materials can be found at: http://irf.kiev.ua/ua/activities/egov.  

Standards of Access to Public Buildings by People with Physical Disabilities.  Public monitoring of the activities of the Department for City Construction, Architecture and Land Relations of the Kharkiv City Council (implementer: “Creavita” Kharkiv City NGO for Invalids) was directed at architectural and construction control over adherence to standards of access to public buildings for people with physical limitations at all stages of construction and reconstruction.  Monitoring of the actions of the Department for City Construction, Architecture and Land Relations provided the opportunity to keep an eye on how this government structure ensures the implementation of legislation in the sphere of rights of people with disabilities in the process of designing new and reconstructing old buildings. The shortcomings revealed are to become the basis for review of local policy on this issue and the introduction of relevant local acts. For more information, email: creavita@yandex.ru.

Supporting the development of a system of self-organization of the population became one of the new lines of activities of the program in 2007 and will be continued in 2008. Taking into consideration the significant difficulties in the legal regulation of the status of bodies of self-organization, it was necessary to direct attention to the normative regulation of their status on the national and local levels. The second all-Ukrainian conference “Establishing Bodies of Self-Organization in Ukraine” was held in Odesa (organizers: Odesa International NGO “Face to Face” together with the NGO “Association for the Support of Public Self-Organization”). It was attended by more than 50 representatives of local self-government bodies, the business sector, NGOs and bodies of public self-organization from 22 regions of Ukraine. Within the framework of the project, new versions of the Law of Ukraine ”On Bodies of Public Self-Organization” and a draft Law of Ukraine “On Changes to the Law of Ukraine ‘On Local Self-Government in Ukraine’” were prepared. The sections related to bodies of public self-organization were approved by conference participants. These documents were positively assessed during a roundtable attended by national deputies from the special subcommittee of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of the 5th Convocation (http://facetoface.com.ua). Already in early 2008, this bill was the basis for the draft Law of Ukraine “On Changes to the Law of Ukraine ‘On Bodies of Self-Organizations,’” which was registered in the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine (#2108, February 21, 2008).

To foster effective community self-organization and its productive participation in the development and implementation of state, regional and municipal policy, the program supported the creation of the Public Center for Local Self-Government in the Haharin raion of the city of Sevastopol (implementer – “Aura” Association for the Sustainable Development of Sevastopol). Thanks to the Haharin raion leadership’s active support, the Center opened in late 2007 and invites socially active individuals, bodies of self-organization, NGOs, representatives of government and business to work with them on developing coordinated joint action plans aimed at improving the life of the territorial population. For more information, email: aura@ukrpost.ua.

In the framework of the project “Microgrants as an Instrument for the Development of Self-Organization of the Public for Solving Urgent Needs of the Residents of Mykolayiv City” (project implementer: “Fund for the Development of Mykolayiv City” NGO) a citywide competition for minigrants to bodies of self-organization of the population and initiative groups created for solving urgent problems of buildings, microdistricts and villages was held. The project supported lobbying campaigns aimed at resolving separate issues in the sphere of housing and communal services, social work, etc.  (www.vn.mk.ua/files/2007-07-05-3.pdf).
Mayor of Irpin (Kyiv oblast) returned to post. The project “In Defense of the Law” held a public campaign on recognizing Irpin City Council decision #416-16-V from April 3, 2007 “On Suspending the Authority of the Irpin Mayor” illegal. A lawsuit was filed. As a result of numerous legal proceedings, the Irpin City Council decision #416-16-V from April 3, 2007 was found to be in contradiction of existing legislation and the mayor was returned to her post. (www.podrobnosti.com.ua/power/local/2007/11/26/476822.html).
A TOLERANT UKRAINE

Developing the civic activity of national minorities and promoting tolerance in intercultural relations between different ethnic groups is one of the main priorities of IRF’s activities. 

In 2007, the “Roma Ukraine” Program (Program Manager Serhiy Dyoma) worked on improving the Roma peoples’ access to medical services, ensuring access to justice and protection of their rights, and supporting initiatives necessary for Ukraine to join the European Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015. The Center for Legal Aid to Roma in the city of Zolotonosha, Cherkasy oblast, has been working with the support of the program since August 2007. The NGO “Ame Roma” provided consultations when Roma turned to the Center for assistance and actively defended the rights of Roma in and out of court. In a region where prejudice to Roma is extremely high, there is a great need for free legal aid for Roma, as the impoverished Roma people are not able to pay for the services of lawyers. This is the fourth year that the Legal Center has been working in Zolotonosha (in previous years it was financed as part of the large-scale human rights project supported by the European Commission and IRF in 2004-2006).

The “Roma Ukraine” Program continues to support the work of NGOs and think tanks in preparing draft documents needed for Ukraine’s application to join the Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015. The goal of organizing the Decade was the desire to bring the state policy on Roma in each country to a new level; the states pass national Decade Action Plans for improving the welfare of Roma minorities in four priority areas: employment, housing, access to education and health care. During the annual meetings of the Decade Steering Committee, reports on the implementation of the National Action Plans will be presented. Any country can join the Decade by submitting a request for entry during the next meeting of the Decade Steering Committee. For Ukraine, joining the Decade can become an important step in its integration into the European Union: effective work by the Government on improving the welfare of the most marginalized national minority will demonstrate progress in implementing the Copenhagen Criteria, which includes “stability of institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for and, protection of minorities.” There is every reason to believe that the new leadership of the State Committee on Nationalities and Religion will actively support Ukraine’s joining the Decade initiatives. For more information, visit: http://romadecade.org.

EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

Throughout 2007, the IRF European Program (Program Director Iryna Solonenko) actively promoted civic initiatives aimed at implementing European and Euro-Atlantic integration policies on the national and regional levels.  

Implementation of the Ukraine-EU Action Plan. Among its most significant projects in 2007, the program supported the project of public monitoring of the Ukraine-EU Action Plan implemented by the Ukrainian Centre for Economic and Political Studies named after O. Razumkov in cooperation with the following leading Ukrainian independent think tanks: the Institute for Economic Research and Policy Consulting, the Institute of Politics, the Center for Peace, Conversion and Foreign Policy of Ukraine, and the Centre for Political and Legal Reforms. The intermediate results of public monitoring of the implementation of the Action Plan, published in the “National Security and Defense” journal №5/2007 (http://www.uceps.org/eng/section/National_Security_and_Defence/?cur_nomer=89), indicate that the most tangible results were achieved in the sectors of rule of law (with the exception of such aspects as reform of legal procedure and defeating corruption) and security cooperation, while implementation of the Action Plan in terms of economic reforms significantly fell behind. The final results on the implementation of the Action Plan during all three years will be presented in April 2008. An important result of this project and regional projects of public monitoring of Action Plan implementation that were supported by the program is that independent public assessment is taken into consideration by state authorities in Ukraine and institutions of the European Union.  
Negotiations on a new enhanced agreement between Ukraine and the EU. The program supports NGO initiatives aimed at increasing the transparency of the negotiation process and strengthening Ukraine’s position in negotiation with the EU on signing a new enhanced agreement. Support is provided for consultations on legal issues provided by experts from the Ukrainian European Studies Association for members of the Ukraine’s negotiation delegation, as well as thematic roundtables with experts and representative of groups interested in such sectors as civil society development, rule of law, human rights and liberties, energy, visas and migration, intellectual property, informational society and culture, contact between people, public health, proper governance, etc.   
Public assessment of the implementation of State Programs on European Integration. The program initiated and supported projects of public assessment of implementation of the State Program of Public Awareness in Ukraine on European Integration Issues for 2004-2007” (Razumkov Centre) and the State Program on Preparing, Retraining and Raising of Qualification of Specialists in European and Euro-Atlantic Integration Issues for 2004-2007 (Polish-Ukrainian Cooperation Foundation PAUCI). The results of both projects will be presented in spring 2008. 
Support for a Simplified EU Visa Regime for Ukrainian Citizens. With the support of the program, the Center for Peace, Conversion and Foreign Policy developed recommendations on ways to minimize the negative consequences of the appearance of the Schengen border to the west of Ukraine, conducted an examination of the expected changes of the Schengen law in the context of developing the EU Visa Code, an analysis of the challenges of the implementation of the Agreement on a Simplified Visa Regime between Ukraine and the EU, the visa dialogue between Ukraine and the EU in the context of the new treaty and legal relations (negotiations on a new enhanced agreement), the role of NGOs in issues of visa policy and practice, and monitoring of activities in Ukraine of the Visa Facilitation Services company, which is an intermediary in processing visas. In addition, the program co-organized the Appeal from NGOs on the EU Visa Policy, which collected more than 1,000 signatures and was given to Ukrainian state institutions and officials delegations of EU member states. The text of the Appeal and list of signatures is available at: http://eu.prostir.ua/appeal.html

Development of European Studies in Ukraine. In 2007, the Ukrainian European Studies Association (UESA), which was created in 2006 with program support, was officially registered and created its own website (www.europa.org.ua). The UESA is an academic network of researchers on the European Union and professors of European studies in institutions of higher education in Ukraine. UESA activities will promote the development of studies on European integration and European studies in high schools. This will increase the number of experts in the field of European integration, which are currently severely lacking in Ukraine. The UESA has more than 20 regional branches throughout Ukraine. In 2007, the Association became the 46th members of the European Community Studies Association. 



Development of the network of Regional European Information Centers on the basis of oblast scientific libraries (As of January 2008, the 19 European Information Centers (EIC) are located in Vinnytsia, Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Zhytomyr, Ivano-Frankivsk, Kirovohrad, Lutsk, Lviv, Odesa, Poltava, Rivne, Sumy, Uzhhorod, Kharkiv, Kherson, Khmelnytsky, Cherkasy, Chernivtsi and Chernihiv, and one in the library of an institution of higher education – the Sevastopol National Technical University.) Each EIC has specialized literature, computers with Internet access and consultants that help visitors find information. In addition, informational and educational events aimed at popularizing knowledge about Ukraine’s European and Euro-Atlantic integration are regularly held on the basis of the EICs. They include press conferences, roundtables, lectures, seminars, trainings, discussions, educational and entertaining events for youth, thematic exhibitions, etc.     
The Internet portal of Ukrainian pro-European civil society “European Space” (http://eu.prostir.ua), a joint project of the International Renaissance Foundation and the “Civic Space” Information-Analytical Center, became the most popular resources on European integration issues in Ukraine, with an average of 400 visitors per day. The portal is an interactive virtual platform for representatives of the Ukrainian pro-European public to communicate and a resource center for information on all aspects of Ukraine’s European integration. In 2007, the Delegation of the European Commission to Ukraine selected the “European Space” portal as the official Internet partner for Europe Day celebrations in Ukraine.   
Important events supported by the program in 2007: organization of the inaugural forum of the Network of Pro-European Organizations in Ukraine; organization of public discussions between Polish President Aleksander Kwaśniewski and people in Donetsk, Dnipropetrovsk and Lviv on the topic of Ukraine-EU relations (jointly with the Yalta European Strategy (YES), which is financed by the Victor Pinchuk Foundation); the project of the Resource Center for the Development of Civic Organizations “Hoort” and the European Citizens in Action Service (ECAS) on training representatives of civic organizations on fundraising in the EU and issuing a guidebook of EU programs and funds open to Ukraine. 
The East-East: Partnership Beyond Borders Program (Program Manager Tetiana Kukharenko) supported the development of cooperation and international exchanges between representatives of the public (from the countries of Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia) on solving social and socio-economic problems. In 2007, close to 400 Ukrainian experts and young activists participated in the implementation of 60 international projects. Ukrainian experts became acquainted with the experience of introducing reforms in European countries, specifically on issues of increasing standards in general knowledge schools (Poland), improving standards of social policy and quality of life (Czech Republic), and introducing gender sensitive practices in the activity of bodies of local self-government (Lithuania). At international seminars, participants studied the best practices in introducing a system of electronic voting (Estonian), involving the public in the Eurointegration process (Czech Republic), developing local business (Poland), developing regional press (Latvia and Lithuania), that provided the impulse for implementing new ideas in Ukraine

Independent AND PROFESSIONAL MEDIA FOR UKRAINE

The Media Program (Program Director Vitaliy Zamnius) promotes the implementation of the principles of freedom of speech and expression, one of the indicators of the openness of a democratic society. The Foundation’s efforts were dedicated to developing media legislation and supporting civic control over its implementation, promoting the denationalization of state and municipal media, supporting the establishment of a system and standards of public broadcasting in Ukraine, increasing the social responsibility of journalists and the media. However, the implementation of the abovementioned democratic initiatives was hindered, first and foremost, by the incapacity of the Ukrainian parliament throughout 2007. Nevertheless, cooperation was established with the National Commission for the Establishment of Freedom of Speech and Development of the Information Sector. Among the accomplishments of this work we should note: the preparation and adoption of Regulations for Journalist and Media Accreditation with State Authorities, which were later introduced in the Secretariat of the President of Ukraine; and the signing of the “Declaration on Creating Public Broadcasting in Ukraine.” (More information on the Regulations and Declaration can be found on the Telekritika website: http://telekritika.ua)           
Public Broadcasting in Ukraine. In 2007, the program actively continued its long-standing effort in establishing public broadcasting, even under the unfavorable political conditions. A number of studies were conducted on issues of public broadcasting in Ukraine and abroad, and several public events were held on this issue. (The text of the studies can be found on the website of the Virtual Media Library: http://media.parlament.org.ua)

Public Control over the use of State Budget funds allocated for the production of television and radio programs, or state support for state television and radio companies. A number of national and local projects were supported. Here we will mention only the project of the NGO “Laboratory of Legal Initiatives,” the goal of which was to analyze the effective use of funds. The project not only provides an assessment of existing state policy on state media, but also provides objective information on the financial state of state broadcasters, on the basis of which the creation of public broadcasting organizations is being planned. (Information about the project can be found on the website of the “Laboratory of Legal Initiatives”: http://parlament.org.ua) In the regions, public control over activities of state authorities was conducted by the NGO “Informational Press Center” (Crimea) through their project “Increasing Practical Opportunities for Journalists and Society to Defend their Constitutional Rights to Freedom of Speech and Expression, and to Free Access and Distribution of Information” (For more information, write to the grantee at: 8 Sevastopol St., Office 106, Simferopol, Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Tel.:+38-0652-251-548), and the NGO “Poltava Oblast Media Club” through its project “Supporting Public Control in the Media Field in the Poltava Region.” For more information, write to the grantee at: 34 Demokratychna St, Poltava, Tel.: +38-053-261-0479.

 “Freedom of Speech Barometer.” The Institute of Mass Information conducted daily monitoring of violations of the rights of journalists throughout Ukraine. The results of the monitoring are accessible on the organization’s website: http://imi.org.ua. 
With the goal of supporting the denationalization of state and municipal media, the following events were held: 1) trainings and other educational events for managers and representatives of municipal and state media with the aim of preparing them for work under market conditions and without direct state support; 2) spreading successful experiences of denationalization in such a way as to provide the editorial offices of state and municipal media with information on possible ways of building effective work under market conditions by using the example of media that have already been denationalized, as well as to encourage them to support and actively participate in the denationalization process. More detailed information on this project and grantees can be found on the IRF website: http://irf.kiev.ua.
DEVELOPING THE EDUCATION SYSTEM AND IMPROVING QUALITY. EXTERNAL TESTING

IRF supported the inclusion of a wide circle of educators and the public to initiatives on establishing university autonomy in Ukraine and creating a constant dialogue between the education community and representatives of government for open discussion of problems in education. 

Public platforms for education reform in Ukraine – this joint Ukrainian-Dutch project of IRF and the Centers for Schooling Improvement – APD (Holland) was started in January 2007 (it is financed by IRF and the MATRA Program of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands). Two platforms uniting education activists, experts, parents and local authorities were established in Poltava and Odesa, with a coordinating center in Kyiv. The project framework foresees the organization of a system of continuous exchange and dissemination of information between the education community, subjects of the education process and local education departments. In 2007, Dutch trainers conducted four training seminars in Poltava and Odesa. Two dozen Ukrainian trainers (education activists) were trained for further analytical and organizational activities aimed at establishing permanent public dialogue between the educational public and authorities. Opinion polls and a series of interviews with pupils, parents and teachers on the state of affairs with textbooks were conducted in the regions (rural schools included). A policy paper on the system of textbook publishing was prepared (to be published in March 2008). The project portal was launched in December 2007 (http://upper.org.ua). A brochure is being prepared on how to organize a public expert examination and discussion. The project will last until the end of 2009.    

The project “University Autonomy - an Element of Civil Society Project” (Project Manager Georgiy Kasianov) was intended to create a new model of relations among universities, society and the state, whereby universities themselves set their tasks and answer for the results of their actions to society in the person of their academic staff, students and local community. The project is implemented with the participation of representatives of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, the Secretariat of the President of Ukraine, the Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University, the Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, the Ukrainian Catholic University (Lviv), the National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy,” the University of Economics and Law “Krok” (Kyiv), the Dnipropetrovsk National University, the V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University, and the Donetsk National University.


Within the framework of the project, a consortium of universities organized a series of roundtables, seminars and conferences aimed at increasing the understanding of university autonomy in universities and among the public. The consortium conducted the second public opinion poll on university autonomy. The analytical report and results of the second stage of the opinion poll are available at: http://irf.kiev.ua/ua/programs/edu/news/?doc:int=5757. A special issue of the Dukh i Litera (Spirit and Letter) magazine devoted to university autonomy problems has been published (http://duh-i-litera.kiev.ua/). International seminars and a conference on quality assurance in education in Ukraine and the post-Soviet space were held in Yalta and Antwerp. An analytical paper and proposals on changes to the system of quality assurance in higher education in Ukraine was prepared and given to the Ministry of Education and Science (on accreditation and licensing of institutions of higher education). In response to the consortium’s initiatives, the government proposed conducting a nationwide experiment on university autonomy in Ukraine in July 2007. However, it was not held due to the political crisis and snap elections.  


To avoid excessive political contextualization of the project constituents due to the political crisis in Ukraine, project activities in the fields of legal expertise and public campaigning were suspended in April 2007. The project returned to normal activities after the snap elections to the Verkhovna Rada. A meeting of the members of the consortium on university education was held, during which urgent issues were addressed. In late December 2007, a meeting of the working group was held with the participation of the new Minister of Education and Science Ivan Vakarchuk. Agreements were reached and proposals were developed on changes to current legislation that are necessary for the introduction of basic elements of national university autonomy and general education reform. In early January 2008, a meeting of the Council of Consortium Rectors was held with the participation of the Minister of Education and Science, during which an action plan for 2008-2009 was approved and proposals were developed for the government’s action plan on education. The issue of university autonomy has been recognized as one of the priority activities of the Ministry of Education and Science in 2008. (See Dzerkalo Tyzhnia, #4, February 2-8, 2008). A working group has been created to develop a new version of the Law “On Higher Education.” Members include representatives of all the member universities of the consortium and IRF.   

Introducing independent external testing in the Ukrainian education system. The Renaissance Foundation was the initiator and founder of the system of external testing in Ukraine. In the framework of the project “Center of Testing Technologies and Education Quality Monitoring” (Manager Anna Toropova) technological and procedural testing cycles were developed and approbated that became the basis for external assessment. A regulatory base was also created. More than 116,000 students took part in the testing in 2007 (2006 – 42,000). In addition, the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine selected the Center of Testing Technologies and Education Quality Monitoring to conduct the TIMSS study (Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study). In May 2007, Ukraine for the first time took part in this international comparative study with the participation of nearly 9,000 4th and 8th graders from 160 representatively selected schools. The participation in the TIMSS study will provide: a comparative evaluation of the quality of math and science education for high school students in countries with different education systems and identify factors influencing the quality of this education; and objective information on the state of math and science education in Ukraine that will help develop relevant strategies aimed at improving the national education system in these two important subjects. 

Inclusive education for children with special needs. IRF provided support to the All-Ukrainian Foundation “Step by Step” (Director Natalia Sofiy) to conduct various trainings, develop special courses, hold seminars and roundtables, issue manuals and run informational campaigns in three pilot regions (Kyiv, Dnipropetrovsk and Poltava oblasts). The project supports the development and adoption of relevant legislative norms to legitimize the right of children with special needs to education together with everyone else. For more details, visit: http://ussf.kiev.ua/home-eng.
447 TRANSLATIONS OF SOCIAL AND SCIENTIFIC BOOKS FOR UKRAINE

The “Social Capital and Academic Publications” program traditionally focuses its efforts on developing the book business in Ukraine. In partnership with the Goethe-Institute, the British Council in Ukraine, the Polish Institute in Kyiv, the Department of Press, Culture and Information of the US Embassy in Ukraine and the Skovoroda Program of the French Embassy in Ukraine, the program provides financial and expert support for the translation and publishing of books on socio-political subjects, history, cultural history, philosophy, civil society, general humanities, etc., as well we for the translation of the most noted foreign authors of children’s and adult fiction.   

As of January 2008, 447 translated books have been published in Ukraine with IRF support, including the newest and most popular fiction and children’s books translated into Ukrainian. Another 174 are being prepared for publication. 
The Translation Project helps Ukrainians follow world discourse and take a more active part in establishing a common European space. The program facilitates communication between professional translators and beginners, and the development of a network of translators and editors engaged in the international dialogue (http://pereklad.kiev.ua; http://prostory.net.ua/). The translation literature helps the enhancement of education, and activates research and scientific development in Ukraine
The 2006, IRF together with the Fund for Central and East European Book Projects – Amsterdam (CEEBP) received a three-year grant from the MATRA Program of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands for a project to develop the Ukrainian book market. During the first two years of the Ukrainian Book Trade Project there were significant changes at the national and regional levels. The Ukrainian government launched a dialogue with the book trade community, books became more accessible, and the number of selling points of Ukrainian books increased in the Vinnytsia, Volyn, Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhia, Lviv, Mykolayiv, Odesa, Poltava, Rivne, Kherson and Khmelnytsky oblasts and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea (the first regional distribution centers were opened in these oblasts). About half of all active Ukrainian publishers and book distributors attended 30 workshops organized within the framework of the Ukrainian Book Trade Project and reported increased turnover. In summary, within the project framework, as of the end of 2007 there were 14 regional distribution centers that form a single information system, with the help of which any bookstore can immediately learn about book news and place orders (http://irf.kiev.ua/ua/ini/bookproject).
An important line of activity of the program is the promotion of open access to scientific literature.  In 2007, the first competition on “Open Access to Knowledge and Balanced Intellectual Property Rights” was announced for scientific-educational organizations, NGOs as well as their coalitions, networks and associations. Support was given to 8 projects for the creation and development of institutional open access archives in scientific-educational organizations and educational institutions, including: the Institute of Software Systems of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, the Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, the National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy,” the Ukrainian Catholic University (Lviv), the Kherson National Technical University, and others.  

PUBLIC HEALTH INITIATIVES

In 2007, the Public Health Initiatives Program (Program Manager Maria Savchuk) continued to promote the development of a palliative care system in Ukraine, supported various measures aimed at reducing harm from drug use and preventing the spread of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, introduced independent monitoring of central and local health care budgets, and launched the new important initiative “Law and Health Care.”

Interdepartmental working group on improving legislative acts on palliative care in Ukraine. In 2007, the program facilitated the strengthening of cooperation between representatives of government structures, civil society and experts in the field of palliative care. For the second year in a row, the program has supported the activities of the Interdepartmental Working Group in the Ministry of Health. As a result, a number of regulatory acts were prepared, specifically the regulation “On Hospices” and the Ministry of Health Order “On Approving Regulations for Hospices and a Palliative Care Department for those with HIV/AIDS.” This helped establish palliative care as a separate branch of medical and social services, supported the development of a training program for needed experts (doctors, nurses, psychologists, social workers, etc.), and consolidating the efforts of various institutions towards improving the palliative care system. More details can be found at: http://www.medlaw.org.ua, http://www.likar.info/news/12839.html.

Raising the awareness of law enforcement workers about the importance of observing the rights of social groups vulnerable to HIV/AIDS.  IRF provided support to the joint project of the NGO “Step-by-Step” and the National University of Internal Affairs “Raising the level of knowledge and awareness of Kyiv police about the importance of observing the rights of social groups vulnerable to HIV/AIDS by introducing the human rights training program ‘Safety for People in Uniform when Working with Drug Addicts.” In the project framework a training course was developed on principles and practices for harm reduction, and on principles for observing the rights of people who use drugs and those living with HIV/AIDS. The course was developed and approved together with the Applied Psychology Department of the University of Internal Affairs. A series of trainings were held for the personnel of oblast internal affairs departments in the city of Kyiv and as part of the in-service training course at the National University of Internal Affairs. More details can be found at: http://krok-za-krokom.org.ua.
Law and Health Care. IRF launched an innovative line of activities for solving the numerous legal problems in the field of protecting the rights of patients and medical workers. These activities foresee the integration of human rights principles into the health care system and the establishment of systematic cooperation between doctors, lawyers, patients and state authorities. The current state of protection of rights in the medical field in Ukraine is unsatisfactory. The experience of NGOs in this field shows that neither individual patient organizations, nor doctors or human rights activists are capable of solving the legal problems that have accumulated over the years in the health care field on their own. A series of strategic projects were supported in order to help the public in solving socially important medical and legal problems and unite their efforts in this battle. In late 2007, 4 pilot projects were launched with IRF support (in the cities of Vinnytsia, Luhansk, Lviv and Simferopol), which will involve leading lawyers, advocates, doctors, and representatives of patient organizations for the effective protection of human rights and the right to health care, and in the development of consolidated recommendations on harmonizing national legislation that will be submitted to executive and legislative bodies (For more detailed information, visit the following websites: 

Put in a good word for patients’ rights http://health.unian.net/ukr/detail/188174
NGOs: Patient, learn to defend your rights!
http://nashagazeta.com.ua/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=328
Am I a timid patient or do I have rights?! http://rakurs.pl.ua/read/23355.html
http://rol.org.ua/newsitem.cfm?unid=4027
http://misto.vn.ua/index.php?action=1&k=3776
http://33channel.vinnitsa.com/2008/08-06-27.php)

The program supported a series of regional and national trainings on human rights in the heath care field for the directors of health care department legal offices, chief doctors, medical workers and professors. In parallel, with IRF support, work is being done jointly with the Ministry of Health of Ukraine and expert NGOs on harmonizing legal course in medical schools and developing a new course on legislative support for the medical field and human rights in the health care sector, which will meet the modern needs of both doctors and patients.    

To improve the effectiveness of the work of human rights and patients’ NGOs in solving “medical cases,” support was provided for the creation of a practical manual for lawyers, which will include: an exhaustive list of patients’ rights; national and international legislation regulating various spheres of medical intervention and procedures for providing medical assistance; schemes for actions and possible legal approaches to protecting patients’ rights in civil, administrative and criminal legislation. 
The Foundation also provides support to strategic legal cases in the public health field in order to change administrative and legal practices, and continue advocating for the proper implementation and protection of human rights and key liberties in this field (http://helsinki.org.ua/en/index.php). A separate project supports the activities of the Interdepartmental Working Group in the Ministry of Health of Ukraine, with the participation of the office of the Ombudsman, the Ministry of Justice, and the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy on preparing a draft regulatory act (Ministry of Heath of Ukraine order), which will disclose the rights guaranteed to patients by current Ukrainian legislation, and will determine mechanisms and schemes for actions by medical workers on observing patient’s rights. 

With the support of the Foundation, an Internet portal devoted to human rights in the field of public health is being developed. It is intended to promote wide public discussion of key patients’ and doctors’ rights issues, expert discussions on legal drafts and regulatory acts in the field of public health, and the exchange of experience between experts NGOs, lawyers, patients and doctors. (http://www.healthrights.in).
In 2008, the IRF program will continue to actively promote the building of an open and democratic society in Ukraine. 

You can read the full text of the IRF 2007 Annual Report and the list of supported initiatives and projects at: http://irf.kiev.ua.
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