INTERNATIONAL RENAISSANCE FOUNDATION (IRF)
ABRIDGED REPORT ON
2008 ACTIVITIES

This is the International Renaissance FoundatiiRE) condensed annual report on activities overphst
year.

In 2008, IRF provided nearly US$6 million in suppdor program activities aimed at democratic
improvements and reform in the legal sphere (huritdrs, reforming the legal and criminal justicetgms,
access to information); consolidating civil sociérengthening public impact and control overlalkls of
government); Ukraine's European integration; medjaneral and higher education, including inclusive
education for children with special needs; pubkalth, including the rights of patients and othginerable
groups; integrating national minorities into Ukriaim society, while preserving and developing tleeitural
differences; in the cultural sphere, the Foundasapported the publication of Ukrainian translasiaf
works of global public opinion and developmenttud tJkrainian publishing industry.

2008 was a difficult year for IRF - as it was fdir@krainians. Fostering democratic development tigithg

to support and promote best public initiatives unctnditions of permanent political, and later aficial-
economic crisis isn't easy. Nevertheless, we belithat despite the crises (or rather — thanks ém}h
Ukrainian civil society became more mature in 200Bis report reflects those often invisible proesss
taking place in civil society and the country oVlerét contains only the main description of sobjal
important undertakings and projects that there é@manting or are being implemented with the financia
support from IRF with funds obtained from its foendeorge Soros and other IRF co-donors and partner

We would like to add that even amidst the globaisr George Soros, in approving of the programtsgies
developed by IRF’'s Board of Directors and managéeas increased the Foundation’s grant expenses fo
2009 by US$1 million.

The Foundation’s charitable donor activity is opbssible thanks to the work of independent expernbrers
of the IRF Program Boards, which make decisionhanfinancing of public and other initiatives. IRBuwd
like to thank the members of the Program Boards,coedonors and partners, as well as represensatif/e
different branches of power, ministries and agendieat, despite the unfavorable conditions for alenattic
transformations, were open to cooperation with #pported projects and directly with IRF and itpeks.

IRF is still the largest charitable and donor ingibn promoting the development of modern civitisty in
Ukraine. IRF sees its mission as not only suppgrtiddividual public initiatives and institutionsubin
persistently creating better conditions, includiegal, which will maximize public activism and pidkelf-
organizations in all sphere and levels of Ukrairsaniety.

For the complete IRF 2008 annual report and list sofpported initiatives and projects, visit:
http://irf.kiev.ua/en/. There you can also find detailed information abour program priorities and
corresponding grant competitions in 2009. Watchdommpetition announcements in the media and on the
Internet.

Yevhen Bystrytsky
IRF Executive Director

*kk

CIVIL SOCIETY IMPACT ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM



The Civil Society Impact Enhancement Program (dinee- Oleksiy Orlovsky aims to promote the
development of various forms of public self-orgaian, protection and lobbying the government on
common interests of NGOs, ensuring equal dialogtietive authorities from development to implemeotat

of decisions on all levels of government, monitgrggopvernment activities by NGOs to ensure transpayre
and accountability to the public.

One of the program’s important lines of activitias®2008 wassupporting the development of a system of
public self-organization.Bodies of public self-organization are represeungdtiodies established by residents
of villages, cities, towns or neighborhoods. Thay include building, street or block committeeswadl as
microdistrict, district, city, village and town caonittees, created by active residents. These grallps
citizens to participate in managing and solvingalggroblems. The issue of improving the normatind a
legal foundations for public self-organization wdiscussing during the Fourth All-Ukrainian Conferen
“Improving the Normative and Legal Foundation forodies of Public Self-Organization”
(http://www.samoorg.com.yaAlso discussed was the new version of the draft of Ukraine “On Bodies
of Self-Organization” which was to replace the argistered in th&/erkhovna Rada of Ukrain@2108,
February 21, 2008).

With the aim of promoting effective public self-amgjzation in communities, support was providedtfa
opening ofcenters for organization and methodological supportto existing and new public self-
organization bodies.They were created locally to provide support tarpent condominiums in cities such
as Mykolayiv, Luhansk, Khmilnyk, Kremenchutsk, efthe centers provide community members with free
methodological, consultative, organizational, legalormational and other forms of assistance neargsfor
the proper functioning of public self-organizatioodies and condominiums.

An important initiative implemented in 2008 was theuropean Dialogue” NGO's projectNetwork of
Local Rural Development Agencies in the Lviv Oblast The project called for actively working with
village communities to create local developmentnagss in the Lviv region. Project activities incadl
trainings for community representatives, assistavitte preparing documents to improve public sersiaad
supporting public initiatives, preparing 10 commymhicroprojects for submission to competitiongpfiong
a network of agencies in two raions, etc. A spguégle was created on tvevw.dialog.lviv.ua website with
information about the project.

Civic Assembly of Ukraine (CAU). The economic and political crises exacerbateditghae of public
dialogue with the central government. Several f@sifnal public associations have already forcefemint
branches of power to engage in such a dialogugtdeast, start considering its importance. ltustidave
begun at the start of the term of any Cabinet afiers or Verkhovna Rada convocation. However, ha§
been supporting the activities of the Civic Assgmbf Ukraine, which formulates and voices society’s
positions on strategic problems of Ukrainian sggifdr the past three years. Nearly 450 NGOs areently
members of the CAU.

The CAU-2007 proposal on the need for constitutioeform as the best solution to the political isriwas a
key public opinion issue. The idea of creating ag€ibutional Assembly was discussed and supponteitgl
the Second Civic Assembly “A New Constitution: CiSiociety’s Positions” (June 2008). A resolutiorthwi
the following demands was approved and widely mwid#id: that politicians and government represergati
refrain from using the constitutional process tmgmlitical advantages; that they stop manipuatittempts

to amend the Constitution without wide public dission and create a Constitutional Assembly thdtdsalft
and approve a new Ukrainian Constitution and whielegates will be directly elected and forbidden to
occupy a post in high-level governments within #ang; introduce a system of “open” (preferentiafjional
election lists; bring back a majoritarian systemléwal government elections; increase the accduiiittaof
deputies to the electorate, etc. (http://gau.odg.ua




Transparency of Revenues in the Ukrainian Oil and @s Sector.The lack of openness of the state oil and
gas sector remains a key problem and one that dismanch greater attention from the point of view of
transparency and true accountability to the pubhic2008, IRF continued its work in supporting gabl
monitoring of revenues from the production, transpstorage and distribution of energy.

The result was an expert assessment of the mobtepnatic issues that breed public corruption in the
Ukrainian energy sector. IRF provided support fainings on transparency in the oil and gas sefctor
journalists that was based on the green péapee Ukrainian Oil & Gas Sector: Transparency of €ptions
and Revenues{edited by Mykhailo Honchar, Anna-T Publishers, &$§fevastopol, 2008, 308 p.). Training
and research materials were used in the preparaftionmerous publications in print media, as wslradio
and television programs. The green paper becamdahis for initiating cooperation with similar Open
Society Institute (OSI) programs in the US, Azejdiai Georgia and Kazakhstan (http://nomos.cojn.ua

Program experts and experts from these countrieslaged a strategy to expand the Extractive Indesstr
Transparency InitiativeE[TI) to countries across which these energy soureetramsported. This document
was presented during the EITI Conference in DohataQin February 2009. At thé"5valta European
Strategy Annual Meeting July 2008, with co-finarggifrom the Victor Pinchuk Foundation, leading
international and Ukrainian experts and high-lesfficials from all branches of the Ukrainian goverent
discussed introducing principles of transparenay@stountability in the Ukrainian energy sectotgiityes-

ukraine.org/en

Monitoring the Work of Local Government. An example of effective monitoring that was finargby IRF

is the Chernivtsi City Youth NGO “Union of Activeotith” project entitled “Public Monitoring of the Wo

of Local Government — Barrier to Destruction of thistorical and Architectural Sections of Cherniaad

the Inappropriate Use of Budget Funds.” During fir&t stage of the project (the project will lakrdaugh
mid-2009), numerous contractual and budgeting decuation violations were uncovered that led to the
destruction of the city’s historical and architealumonuments. As a result of public pressure, exykvere
forced to redo the work they had already done.

(http://www.pamjatky.org.ua/DetailedNews.aspx? N&x$6040)

Promoting Administrative and Territorial Reform. Understanding the long overdue need for
administrative and territorial reform in Ukrainencefinding a mutual solution to the various apptes; IRF
announced the tender “Promoting Administrative @edritorial Reform.” Support was given to the “Givi
Society Institute” NGO (project manager - OleksaWdublevsky) for a project to involve the publio i
formulating a concept for administrative and temiél reform, implementation policies and relevanaft
laws necessary to carry out the reforms — all thhodirect dialogue with the government. TH@istry of
Regional Development and Construction of Ukraiise the government partner in this initiative.
Representatives of leading NGOs are part of theeBuowent Interdepartmental Working Group, which was
created via an order of the Prime Minister of Ukeai(http://www.csi.org.Ja

Professionalizing Local Community CadresAmong the several other initiatives support by IRfhis line

of activities, we will note only the Podillya PeysiAssociation’s pilot initiative “ProfessionalizinCadres for
Effective Partnership and Local Development in Kienelnytsky Oblast.” The project’s goal is to appate
the practical-theoretical course “Professionalidingal Community Cadres” for local community menser
The course is regularly being taught at the KhniskyRegional In-Service Training Center for Workef
Bodies of State Power and Local Self-GovernmengteStinstitutions, Businesses, Institutions and
Organizations and in the future will be financed byoney from the oblast budget.
(http://www.ppngo.org/eng).



Electronic Democracy in Ukraine. Electronic government (e-government) is compuégtiinteraction
between public administration bodies and citizdmetween NGOs and business, as well as within these
groups (manager — Olesya Arkhypska).

In 2008, within the framework of the MemorandumGafoperation signed by IRF, the Ministry of Regional
Development and Construction of Ukraine, the CdumicMinisters of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea
(AR Crimea), and the Sudak City Council Executiverrnittee (Autonomous Republic of Crimea), IRF
implemented the operational project “Creation anctivkies of E-Government Centers” to set up the
Regional Center for the Development of Electrona/&nment in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

A joint study was conducted with the project’s ColitiCouncil Chair — Inna Maliukova), which includle
noted experts, researchers, representatives of NfaDigament and government, entitled “E-Government
the Autonomous Republic of Crimea: Analysis and ddemendations” based on surveys of civil servants,
and representatives of NGOs and business. Traimagsrial was also developed for the courses “Basfic
E-Government” and “Computer Awareness.” Distancecatlon technology is provided by the Electronic
Education Center at the National Technical Uniwgrsf Ukraine “Kyiv Polytechnic University” that lsa
been selected by the Ministry of Education and r8meof Ukraine as the coordinating center for igiticing
distance education technology in Ukraine. With supgrom the Ukrainian Embassy in Denmark and
Ambassador Natalia Zarudna, a Ukrainian delegatisited Copenhagen to study the Danish experiefice o
introducing e-government technologies into the yd@y work of government bodies, practice in regotat
this field, specifics of administrative and territd reform in the context of expanded use of infation
technology, and the design and implementationexftednic voting.

Project partners include: e-Governance AcademyliifalEstonia), Ukrainian Internet Association, Suie
Park “Kyiv Polytechnic,” and world renowned compamspecializing in e-government technologies, ngmel
Intel Ukraine Microelectronics Ltd and Kvazar-Micrdhe Regional Center for the Development of
Electronic Government in the Autonomous Republic Gifmea officially opened in September 2008
(http://crimea.e-gov.org.)a

A Tolerant Ukraine: Culture of Good-Neighborliness. The Civil Society Impact Enhancement Program
supports initiatives aimed at increasing toleraaog the social integration of ethnic minorities.

Work continued on introducing the integrated couf@alture of Good-Neighborliness” in schools and
kindergartens in AR Crimea. Taking into account therent social and political problems in Crimea
stemming from the existence of different ethnoaval, religious and linguistic groups, introducitigs
course at general education schools may prove w&ffbetive. Future plans calls for teaching thersewat
Crimean institutions of higher education. The proje implemented by the “Integration and Developthe
Information and Research Center in close cooperatiith the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea, local state television, and @iffice of the OSCE High Commissioner on National
Minorities. Experts from Georgia and other courstrigre very interested in studying this experience.
(http://www.integration.org.ug/

The program supported the “Informational Press €&MNGQ’s (Simferopol) project to decrease the riega
impact of one of the main factors that gives rs@tolerance in Crimealand use The project opened three
special consulting centers that provide previodgigorted peoples with free legal advice and is gotidg a
campaign to explain land use rights, etc. (httputintegration.org.ud/

ROMA IN UKRAINE



Increasing tolerance and social integration of iethrinorities is also central to the Roma in Ukeaprogram
(manager — Nataliya Kyyak).

The Roma are one of Ukraine’s most vulnerable ethnd cultural minorities. According to officiabsistics,
approximately 50,000 Roma live in Ukraine; howewedperts believe the true figure exceeds 150,06@. T
Roma minority’s problems have yet to gain propdiciaf policy attention. They are discriminated ags by
social services, law enforcement bodies, etc. Tamd@& as a group, are most hard hit by unemployment,
illiteracy, and unsanitary living conditions.

The program directs its efforts at developing amhitoring effective state policy on Ukraine's Ropeople,
increasing the level of legal protection for Rorimaproving the quality of medical services providedthe
Roma population, and increasing employment numéesng Roma youth.

In 2008, during the program’s lobbying of Ukraimgbining the Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015
communication and information exchange was estaddisvith the State Committee for Nationalities and
Religion — the government institution responsildeiftroducing new programs and strategies to impitbe

life of the Roma minority. With support from theogram, the Congress of Roma of Ukraine organized th
June 2008 International Roma Conference “Roma inaldk: from the Past to the Future” (in honor of
International Roma Day and thBecade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2Q1%Conference participants —
representatives of government, Roma NGOs, Ukraiai@hforeign experts, researchers from the US,i&erb
Moldova, Bulgaria and Russia — discussed the uggehstate policy on Roma, Ukraine’s chance of ijain
the Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015, and appafviie new “State Program for the Development of
the Roma People in 2009-2013" that was developethéyCongress. The program coordinates its work on
this issue with the World Bank.

A groups of projects continued working imnproving the Roma population’s access to medicaksvicesin
the Zakarpattia oblast, the region where the Rouffersmost from socially dangerous diseases. Tageth
with the Open Society Institute’s (New York) Romaaith Program, support was given to an initiative t
assess the situation and obtain reliable and neted@ta in order to improve state policy on Romaligu
health. A series of trainings was also held forespntatives of Roma NGOS on how to protect thgits
and receive medical assistance. For example, icith@f Perezhyn, Zakarpattia oblast, the locdygmic
has an office where the deputy chief doctor hopacgl open hours.

On thehuman rights front, the program supports the most active Roma#BGvhich have been working in
this field since 2004. Together with the Open Styclastitute’s Human Rights and Governance Grants
Program, support was provided to a network of RbI@4D’s in the Zakarpattia oblast that work in thertaun
rights field and provide legal consultations to Ronwithin the framework of the “Human Rights for
Zakarpattia Roma” project, the Association of Zgleditia Gypsies “Roma” provided legal aid to Roma at
daily operating human rights center. Most oftenmha rights organizations dealt with groundless
administrative detentions and beatings of Roma, leglded with filling out paperwork to get a passpor
childcare or pension. (Center’s address: AssociaifZakarpattia Gypsies “Roma” Donska St., 4, Uxbh,

tel. +38 (03122)13758)

In 2008, the program coordinated s$@holarship program for Roma studentqjoint initiative of the Roma
Education Fund and supported by the German Remecdrd&responsibility and Future Foundation. For
information about the scholarship program, visit e thRoma Education Fund's website
http://romaeducationfund.huScholarships were given to 38 Roma studentg/stgdn institutions of higher
education in Kyiv, Uzhhorod, Odesa, Cherkasy, Laind Dnipropetrovsk. IRF hopes that young Roma
professionals will return home with an understagdifthe cultural and social specifics of their coumities
and steps necessary to improve their living stadslar




RULE OF LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS

The Rule of Law Program (program director — RomamBRnov) supports initiatives to protect human sght
and fundamental freedoms, and promotes instituticiarms in the legal system.

Ensuring Access to Information that is of Public Inerest The right to access to information (according to
the Laws of Ukraine “On Information” and “On PubBppeals”) is an integral component of the ruldanf
and in ensuring greater openness in the work oéigoaent bodies and officials. In 2008 this linecfivities
increased its effectiveness.

Thanks to the program’s support, there were magal laulings that state officials acted illegally fusing

to provide information or not providing answergtlic information requests and appeals. In Mai@d&? at

the request of NGO's, the Ukrainian government gecxed as illegal the practice of applying thenieste
classifications “Off the record” and “Not for pubdition” to government decrees and removed such
classification from nearly 1,500 government docutséssued since 1991. (http://www.stop-x-files-ug)o

Supporting Strategic Legal Cases to Defend Victimsf Human Rights Violations (strategic cases are
cases that serve as precedent for rulings in giélaes in Ukraine). Thanks to the program’s wiork2008
there was a stable increase in the number of ssiceeses. Dozens of new cases were filed with thepean
Court of Human Rights. Lawyers who joined the petgesucceeded in preventing the extradition on
individuals who are being persecuted by their gonemts in Turkmenistan, Belarus, Russia, Kazaktestan
other countries for the non-violent expression loéitt personal views. The regional network of lawyer
capable of effective arguing court cases in defefigeiman rights in increasing, including within fdlknian
jurisdiction and with the help of international rhacisms (European Court of Human Rights, UN Human
Rights Committee). (http://hrlawyers.khpg.orgitp://www.helsinki.org.ua/index.php?r=aljb9

The Rule of Law Program was a pioneereforming the free legal aid system in Ukraine The free legal
aid system aims to help people who can't afforélegsistance by providing consultations, inforomgtiand
a lawyer in criminal cases. The state legal aidy@m in Ukraine has not been established properly.

Over the length of the project, experts from IRFE délme Open Society Institute built cooperation vittle
legal profession, NGOs, justice and internal a$fdodies. The Public Defenders Offices in KharBila
Tserkva (Kyiv oblast) and Khmelnytsky signed agreeta with oblast internal affairs departments and
provide legal assistance from the moment of detantrhe project has had rather impressive restiits:
number of people detained by those police precimaigking with the project has decreased, as has the
number of people arrested. The International Renaise Foundation works closely with the projects c
financer — the Victor Pinchuk Foundation. Joint kvapntinues with théMinistry of Justice of Ukrainen
drafting a relevant law and submitting it to therkl®vna Rada for review._ (http://pravo.prostir)ua/

Lobbying International Human Rights Organizations that monitor human rights in Ukraine (UN Human
Rights Council, UN Committees, Monitoring Commitigfethe Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly).
With program support, NGOs draft and present onitternational level alternatives to state repants
human rights in Ukraine. The opinions of independeports are included in the recommendations afyma
international institutions that objectively asseshe human rights situation in  Ukraine.
(http://www.helsinki.org.ua/en/index.php)

A concept for criminal justice reform developed with the participation of public expgesd program staff)
was approved by the National Commission for Stiesiging Democracy and the Rule of Law, National
Security and Defense Council of Ukraine, and appdadvy presidential decree. Legislative acts arecatly
being drafted to implement these reforms (admiatiste responsibility, criminal code, prosecutor giat's
office, etc.) (http://zakonl.rada.gov.ua/cgi-bim##main.cqgi?nreg=311%2F2008




The National Assembly of Invalids of Ukraine with support from the program, launched a campaig
speed up Ukraine’s joining the UN Convention on fights of Persons with Disabilities. They also am
Ukrainian legislation and its compliance with thé&l Convention. As a result of the given campaige, th
President of Ukraine instructed the Ministry of baland Social Policy to sign the Convention on Ifebfa
Ukraine. On September 24, 2008, Ukraine signed Uhk Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and Optional Protocol. The programngléo continue working with its partners on ratifyiand
implementing this important international documehttp://naiu.org.ug/

Information activities in the human rights field include expanding the network of information reses on
the Internet. The program provided support to thiwing specialized portals: Human Rights in Ukeai
www.khpg.org Legal Space _ pravo.prostir.org,uaUkrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union
www.helsinki.org.ua  UNIAN-Human Rights http://human-rights.unian.net Anti-Xenophobia
www.xenodocuments.org.uaPrison Portal_www.ukrprison.org.uand Ukrainian Human Rights Portal
WWW.Upp.org.ua

In cooperation with the Norwegian Helsinki Comméti@nd the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Unior th
program launched an educational program for newvists, law professors and civil servants. In 2088,
week-long human rights schools were held (www.eglgihki.org.ud.

Human Rights Documentary Film Festival In 2008, the festival's audience grew consideralol addition

to Kyiv, the festival was invited to more than 3®&rkinian cities, including: Vinnytsia, Dnipropetisk;
Kryvyy Rih, Donetsk, Ivano-Frankivsk, Luhansk, LkitsLviv, Odesa, Poltava, Rivne, Sumy, Hlukhiv,
Shostka, Lebedyn, Kharkiv, Kherson, Chernihiv, ARi&a: Sevastopol, Simferopol, Armiansk, Dzhanbkoy,
Novoozerne, Yevpatoria, Kerch, Krasnoperekopsk,debe, Feodosia and Yalta.

UKRAINE'S EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

The European Program (program directors — Irynar&siko and Dmytro Shulga) aims to increase the
quality and effectiveness of state policy on UkegrEuropean and Euro-Atlantic integration and falate a
social inquiry for Ukraine’s Europeanization. InGBthe program initiated and provided financiape and
organizational support to civic initiatives to tgikraine closer to integration with the Europeandd.

Government-public cooperation in the field of Eurogan integration. A public expert council was created
within the Ukrainian component of the EU-Ukraine dperation Council (a bilateral EU-Ukraine group,
created within the framework of the EU-Ukraine Rarship and Co-operation Agreement) and includes 31
independent public experts. The work of this Coluigiimportant for consolidating government-public
cooperation in the field of European integration.also consolidates often separate expert and gubli
initiatives in the field of European integratiorhé program provided organizational and financiglpgut for

the creation of a Public Council and the work efdecretariat. For more information about the Cibuamd

its achievements, visit: http://www.eu.prostir.iafhes/rada.html

Increasing the transparency of the negotiation proess between Ukraine and the EU on an Association
Agreement. Due to the program’s support for an internatioratference in Kyiv, Ukrainian citizens and
stakeholders learned about the experience and ssfat@ractices of involving the public in coungief
Central and Eastern Europe and the Western Batktreinegotiation process with the EU. A roundtaids
also held on the issue of intellectual propertytsgas a component of the Association Agreemertt e
program’s support and participation of experts fribia Public Expert Council, a study was conducted a
analytical report published on the role of civilcey in the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement.
(http://www.eu.prostir.uaThe experts’ recommendations were incorporateddrafts of certain sections of
the Association Agreement. The European Spacelmdga now includes a separate page dedicatedgo th
negotiation process (http://www.eu.prostir.ua/thefua-eu.htnjl




Public assessment of the state of implementation tife Ukraine-EU Action Plan (project by a consortium

of leading think tanksRazumkov Centre, Institute for Economic ResearchPailicy Consulting, Centre for
Political and Legal Reformsroject materials are available under the “Intéomal Relations” section at
http://www.uceps.org The results of public monitoring — alternative the Ukrainian government’s and
European Commission’s assessments — were taken cioigideration in the bilateral report on the
implementation of th&kraine-EU Action Plar{March 2008) and the European Commission’s repothe
European Neighborhood Policy in 2007 (April 200Bpllowing the recognition of the competence of the
independent public assessment, both the Ukrairoasargment and European Commission decided to consul
with public experts during the development of daepment for the EU-Ukraine Action Plan, whichés$ ®
expire in 2009.

Public monitoring of the implementation of the agrement on a simplified visa regime between Ukraine
and the EU (signed on June 18, 2007 and went into force onalgrl, 2008). The situation was monitored
in two stages by a consortium of seven NGOs (siwtuth were regional NGOs) under the management of
the Centre for Peace, Conversion and Foreign PoliRepresentative sample surveys were conducted of
people leaving consulates or visa centers who Isad the services of 21 consulates from 11 EU member
states. According to the survey results, despitimitke improvement in the situation with issuandevisas to
Ukrainians by “old” Schengen countries, the agragrhas yet to become an effective mechanism cajdible
compensating for the negative effect that expanefahe Schengen Zone has had on most Ukrainiams wh
travel to the EU_(http://eu.prostir.ua/news/249@5Ih

The Cabinet of Ministers has approved a much imgalavew State Program of Raising Public Awareness on
Ukraine’s European Integration for the years 200812(CMU Resolution No, 594 from July 2, 2008), ghi
was developed using proposals from the Razumko¥r€gnternational Renaissance Foundation, Intesnew
and other NGOs that took into consideration thalte®f a public assessment of the previous StaigrBms

for 2004-2007 (Razumkov Centre project) and beshahtic and international practices. A coordinating
council has been established to implement the pmagwhich is comprised of NGO representatives, and
procedure has been approved for competitively 8alpdNGO projects and programs to inform the public
about European integration (CMU Resolution No. @&fn October 30, 2008). This sets a precedent for
financing NGO projects from state and local budgetthe form of grants, and was the result of a#fdry
experts from the Foundation for Regional Initiaiydcuropean Law Advancement Network, Razumkov
Centre and IRF_(http://www.rada.gov. wayw.kmu.gov.ux

European Information Centers. The number of regional European Information Cen(&iC) grew in 2008
by 4 to a total of 24 such centers at oblast libsain Ukraine, opened with support from the pragra
(contacts for all the EICs can be found here: hH&p:prostir.ua/in/39896.htinlin July 2008, an EIC Network
Forum was held during which an initiative coordingtgroup was set up. According to the State Progsh
Raising Public Awareness on Ukraine’s Europeanghatigon for the years 2008-2011, starting in 2008,
EICs at oblast and raion libraries should be firghftom local budgets.

First European Integration School(project of the Ukrainian European Studies Asdamid. The goal of the
annual School is to increase civil society’'s cayatd influence Ukraine’s European and Euro-Atlanti
integration processes by deepening theoretical ledne and developing practical skills. The firskopi
European Integration School trained 40 NGO leaftera various regions of Ukraine to effectively gaaut
informational and educational activities in the Idieof European and Euro-Atlantic integration.
(http://eu.prostir.ua/news/9786.himl

Informational-education campaign “Tolerance as a P#h to Europe.” In autumn 2008, the Network of
Pro-European Organizations in Ukraine conducteditsienationwide informational-educational campig

the field of European integration, dedicated to yapzing tolerance as a fundamental European value
Detailed information about the campaign is avadatniline:_http://www.tolerant.org.ua




Open Debates on NATOWith program support, well-made and uniqgue medémlucts for Ukraine aimed at
stimulating open debates on NATO were produceddastributed. The television series “NATO: Friend or
Foe?” was produced (excerpts can be viewed andIdaded at http://eu.prostir.ua/archive/2.htamd used
as a handy visual device for public discussion lmn iluses and minuses, risks and advantages ob- Eur
Atlantic integration) along with a Russian languaggsion (suitable for predominantly Russian-spegki
regions). The series was aired twice on UT-1 andraber of regional television channels, and by st bb
NGOs during such debates.

PARTNERSHIP BEYOND BORDERS

The East-East: Partnership Beyond Borders Prognaandger — Tetiana Kukharenko) promotes the
development of cooperation between representatif/éise international public in solving social anoci®-
economic problems.

In 2008, 500 Ukrainian experts and public activistdook part in the implementation of 60 internationd
projects abroad. These were projects such as study visits andnisitgps (for Ukrainian target audiences)
and ones with an informational and analytical cbema where Ukrainian experts presented domestic
practices and experience.

With the goal of studying the European reform pssgesupport was given for study visits on housing a
communal services reform and municipal tariff settiPoland), fiscal decentralization (Slovakia)¢db
economic development and introducing social andogamally responsible economics (Czech Republic),
medical law and insurance (Czech Republic).

Ukrainian experts also had the opportunity to stiegt practices in such areas as: mobilizing public
participation in the local decision-making procéggech Republic); transparency in local self-gowsent
(Poland); gender sensitivity in local governmeriti{iania); informational and educational work deglwith
European integration (Poland, Czech Republic, Réamayouth leadership (Poland and Romania); meafiati

in schools and decreasing juvenile violence (Pglamnehabilitation, social integration and suppoft o
vulnerable population groups (Poland); social asgchological support for families with autistic kchien
(Poland and Czech Republic); and managed learpinghildren with special needs (Poland).

Ukrainian experts are actively invited to parti¢ggoan regional projects on issues that troublanbernational
community and demand collaborative efforts, joixpert assessments, and constant exchange of informa
— namely: energy security, migration processeslimge, tolerance, contemporary geopolitical proeessd
frozen conflicts, relations between Russia and ldkrarelations between Russia and it's neighbars, e
These problems will remain in the program’s foqughie upcoming year.

Meanwhile, nearly 50 international projects were inplemented in Ukraine. We will note the following:

“Information as a Tool Against lllegal migration!” Ukrainian journalists from those regions of themy
with the greatest migration problems received &msi® from Czech and Ukrainian experts on providing
media coverage of migration and migrants. The ptageworking on a collection of journalist repoetstitied
“Ukrainian Laborers Abroad: Searching for Ways ©fithe Labyrinth of Exploitation of lllegal Laboet
(http://migration4media.net/uk/about_ua)

Studying Housing and Communal Services Reform in Rand. Polish cooperation between local
government, local communal enterprises, condomisiamd management companies in reforming housing
and communal services on market principles wasyaedl and shared. A manual was written entitled
“Developing a Training Course for Managers of Canddums and Local Communal Enterprises on the
Basis of the Polish Experience of Reforming Housamgl Communal Services” (Lviv-Krakow, 2008, in
Ukrainian), that provides practical advice on mang@ building, economic and legal aspects of plga



building with communal services under the manage¢rmm&oondominium group, etc. Certain information is
available on the website of the Center for Local If-Gevernment Research.
(http://www.cdms.org.ua/ua/economic_policy/managetfie Program support also made possible the
publication of the manual “Public-Government Co@ien in Krakow in Setting Tariffs for Communal
Services and Extending the Experience to Ukraihetv(Krakow, 2008, in Ukrainian) that highlights ¢h
public impact on formulating tariffs for housingdacommunal services — excerpts are available on the
following website;_http://www.cdms.org.ua/ua/ecorionpolicy/tariff_policy/?articles id=68&num30

“Business Centers — Against Unemployment.Borrowing the Polish experience, two Youth Car€kibs
were started in the Kosiv raion, Ilvano-Frankivsdagb and the Kitsmansky raion, Chernivtsi oblast in
partnership with local schools, to help youth malkmareer choice and gain basic skills to find theiy in the
labor market in a market economy. Youth employnagrt business development consultants were trafed.
“Business and Youth” training program was develoged manual published. A series of seminars orieghpl
enterprise were conducted for deputy school dirsaad counselors. (http://mgcetalon.ory.ua

“Integrating Socially-Isolated Groups: the Polishand Ukrainian Experience.” Based on the best Polish
and Ukrainian practices, recommendations were deeel for social workers and NGOs working with
socially-excluded individuals — the homeless, lomgn unemployed and poor. The recommendations were
compiled in the manual entitled “How to Adapt ther&pean Experience to Curing Homelessness in
Ukraine” (Kyiv, Narodna Dopomoha, 2008), which atzmntains a comparative analysis of the problems of
homelessness in Poland and Ukraine, excerpts fegialation and a glossary. With support from EasttE
project partner Mutual Aid Community “Oselya” puthied the manual “Everyone has Potential” (LvivsPai
2008), which outlines a method of working with gaeially excluded. The “help for self-help” methsekeks

to help individuals become motivated, grow and fiomcsuccessfully without expecting passive assisa
(http://femaus-oselya.org/uattp://www.nardop.org.ua/kigv

“Patient Organizations in Eastern Europe and Asidor Patient Safety.” A comprehensive study has been
launched of patients’ safety and rights in SouttegasEurope and Asia with the goal of getting p#ptiting
countries to implement the Global Health Declamtionprove national legislation that regulates gats’
safety, and the international movement for patieights. Material from this project, which will enin 2009,

is available online; http://ps.medpravo.org

PROFESSIONAL MEDIA FOR UKRAINE

The Mass Media Program (program director — Vitalgmnius) aims to promote the strengthening of
freedom of speech and information in Ukraine as onthe key elements of an open, democratic saciety
support the formation of a pluralistic media enmiment through the development of independent and
professional mass media; and ensure balanced gavefassues that are of utmost importance for lokaa
society.

Bureau for Investigative Journalism. The winner of the tender to createBareau for Investigative
Journalism (BlJ)was the “For Professional Journalism” NGO (direetoYehor Sobolyev). The mission of
the “Svidomo” Bureau isn’t to “uncover” social ilfgich as corruption, but to investigate social gsses (to
counterbalance facts) so as to stimulate readetsetmme involved in civic initiatives that may ylel
alternative answers. The following topics have bearered: “Why isn’t beer alcohol?”; “How the garimg
industry is gripping Ukraine and what is the celnttavernment doing about it?”; “Knocked off course.
What's the future of the hryvnia?”; “Experiment ithe unknown. Why doesn’t Ukraine label geneticall
modified foods?”; “Medicine from greed. How to peot yourself from doctors turned medicine salesinen.
“Blood shackles. Why are patients in Ukraine beimfgcted through blood transfusions?” The Bureaw al
focused its attention on problems involved with tshing to a professional army, hepatitis B and C
epidemics, the harm of total gasification of Ukegimand other issues. Investigation materials aafladole
online at: _http://www.0go.ua/rubrics/Inves/2009-PA/28177/ http://www.vezha.org/news/12793.html
http://20minut.ua/news/141050ttp://www.gazeta.rv.ua/?n=137ittp://www.gazeta.rv.ua/?n=13449




The Bureau partners with a number of regionalrattbnal publications that obtain and publish aditenials
prepared by the Bureau; 17 leading regional putdtina currently subscribe to the given materialke T
Bureau plans to launch a website, create a netabikvestigative journalists, and provide journedisvith
consultation and legal assistance during theirstigations.

“New Ukraine” School of Professional Journalism wasLaunched. The given tender was won by the
Laboratory for Legislative InitiativeBIGO (director — lhor Kohut). The school will proteche formation of
a new professional Ukrainian journalism elite, hphrticipants gain a deeper understanding of ndt on
professional standards, but complex political aociad processes in Ukraine. 2009 will be the fgshool
year. (for more information about the School, vigtp://www.usps.org.ua/index.php?mid338

Increasing journalists’ professional preparednesgo cover a wide range of issues that are IRF irésti
Throughout the year, the Mass Media Program praviagsistance to journalist trainings on covering th
problem of tuberculosis; a three-day training eventeach journalists how to write about variougids in
public health; regional seminars for journalistsimeiusive education.

Monitoring Freedom of Speech.The program continuously supports NGO initiatitesnonitor adherence
to media law and the professional ethics in jousnal The Institute of Mass Information monitored
violations of journalists’ rights on a daily basisd published the monthly “Freedom of Speech Baterhe
report (http://imi.org.ug/ The Simferopol NGO “Integration and Developmidnformation and Research
Center comprehensively monitored print media im@ for use of “hate language,” racist, xenophabit
other language of intolerance (http://www.integratorg.uay. Telekrytyka did weekly monitoring of
informational television programs and investigatades of made-to-order journalism and other viafatiof
professional media standards (http://www.telekaitila/media-corp/corruption/

Digital Broadcasting. IRF provided support for an international confeeeron “Problems of Introducing
Digital Broadcasting on the National, Regional &ndal Levels” held in Odesa, and the Second Intenal
Digital Broadcasting Forum in autumn 2008 (httpwiwdtvforum.org.ud/

EDUCATION IN UKRAINE: EQUAL ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCA TION

The Education Program (directors - Heorhiy Kasigr@kena Zaplotynska) helps employ the potentighef
Ukrainian third sector and scientific—educationatablishments for the sustainable development ef th
educational system, improving the quality of ediscatn Ukraine, and providing youth with equal ags¢o
education.

University Autonomy as a Component of Civil SocietyThe project aims to create a new model of relation
between the university, society and the state, @heuniversities themselves set their tasks andemfor
the results of their actions to society in the parsf their academic staff, students and local camity,
caring about the consistency of their goals withiomal interests. The project is implemented with
participation of representatives from the MinistfyfEducation and Science of Ukraine, the Secrdtafithe
President of Ukraine, and a consortium of eightversities: Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi National
University, Ivan Franko National University of LyivUkrainian Catholic University (Lviv), National
University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”, University oEconomics and Law “Krok” (Kyiv), Dnipropetrovsk
National University, V. N. Karazin Kharkiv NationdJniversity and Donetsk National University. The
consortium is chaired by Serhiy Kvit, Presidenthaf National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.”

In early 2008, the consortium resumed cooperatibim tlve Ministry of Education and Science and Ukian
government. In January 2008, Minister of Educagod Science lvan Vakarchuk attended a meetingeof th
Council of Consortium Rectors, during which theymgyed an action plan for 2008-2009 and developed
proposals for the government’s action plan on etimeaThe universities were involved in developiihg
education component of the Tymoshenko governmewtisn plan. IRF and consortium representativegwer



part of the working group drafting amendments te taw of Ukraine “On Higher Education,” and the

Verkhovna Rada Committee on Science and Educatiparegroup. University autonomy was among the
Ministry's priority issues for 2008 (se®zerkalo Tyzhnia#4, 2-8 February 2008). (http://www.rpl.org.ua

www.irf.kiev.ua)

“Public Platforms for Education Reform in Ukraine” — this joint Ukrainian-Dutch project was started by
IRF and the International Center for Schooling loy@ment — APD (Holland) in late 2006 with the go#l
starting open and democratic discussions on edurcatioblems in Ukraine (project manager - Heorhiy
Kasianov). The project envisages the organizatfoa system of continuous exchange and disseminafion
information between the education community, subjeaf the education process and local education
departments. This project is financed jointly byFIRnd theMATRA Program of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Netherlands.

Throughout 2008, the project direction was “Schoblthe Future: Problems of Reforming Education
Administration (from Decentralization to Self-Adnstration).” Project activities were aimed at irduzing a
balanced model of coordination between all stalddrslworking on improving schools (local departraarit
education, teachers, principals, parents) to impleed education reform on the local level with goal of
establishing modern standards of analysis and pul#bate on socially important aspects of education
reform. Poltava and Odesa were locations of trgmifApril 2008), a series of local sessions forcadiors
from these oblasts (April-June 2008), two regiof¢ptember 2008) and one national (November 2008)
conferences on school reform and the “ideal” schafothe future. Publications included the bulletins
“Ukrainian Textbooks: Time to Speak Out, Time tot’/Aand “School of the Future,” brochures, and the
analytical report “Textbook Publishing in Ukrairf&ystematic Problems and Options for Change” (wriite
2007). The project will end in 2009. (www.upper.oid)

Introducing Inclusive Education in Ukraine - in 2008 this was the logical continuation of fodowing
projects previously implemented and supported Wy pRograms in 2005-2006: “Rights of Children with
Special Educational Needs to Equal Access to Quélducation” (Education Program) and “Education
Policy on Inclusive Education: International Expeiie and Ukrainian Realities” (East-East: Parthprsh
Beyond Borders Program). With the aim of promotiagislative changes to further inclusive educafion
Ukraine, two-day seminars were held in Lviv andt®@, during which participants developed a seoies
recommendations for the Statute on Inclusive CES®tools and the Social Services Standards fardive
Schools; public hearings were held in Kyiv and &gt as well as a roundtable during the internation
conference “National Strategies for Implementing tdN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities: Policy, Experience, Practice” (23-Q4tober 2008)

(http://www.ussf.kiev.ua/index.php?newlang=en)

Law and Education. This new initiative was begun in 2008 — a prograoncept was developed,
consultations were held with interested partnard,the competition “Implementing the PrinciplesRafle of
Law in the Ukrainian Education System” was held.eTtesults will be announced in March 2009.
(www.irf.kiev.ua)

Education Administration and Financing: Opportuniti es for Change A study was done of the system of
school financing in the city of Kyiv, the report itiés vs. Raions. Administration and Financing ofiK
Schools” was written, as was a manual for schoohiaidtrators “School Budget under Conditions of
Incomplete State Financing” (it is being readieddublication). This line of activities will expard 2009.

EXTERNAL TESTING

Center for Testing Technologies and Education Qualy Monitoring. Since 2002, the IRF Education
Program has been the main initiator and supporfeintooducing external testing in Ukraine. In the



framework of the project “Center for Testing Teclugies and Education Quality Monitoring” (former
manager — Liliya Hrynevych) technological and pha®l testing cycles were developed and approliased
became the basis for external assessment. A regulaase was also created. During 2005-2006, tvase
close cooperation with the Presidential Secretammatntroducing external testing and creating adifkan
Center for Education Quality Assessment.

In 2008, the Center focused on building a systerputfic monitoring of education quality and thetsta
external testing system. With IRF support, @emmittee of Voters of Ukrain@ganized extensive public
monitoring to ensure that  tests are administered neséity  in the regions
(http://www.cvu.org.ua/?&lim_beg=105&mid=fpThe Center was part of a coalition of NGOs tkeitt a
watchful eye over the external testing processARel — 4 June 2008). The Center also put togethfrm
for public monitors to fill out at testing sitescamonitored appeals by students.

As part of the project, the Center wrote an anedytieport based on the results of surveys 8fgraders and
teachers at general education schools on the levatformation available about external testing.eTh
program also contributed to the improvement of ‘tB@tute on Public Monitoring of External Testing i
2008” with regard to involving the public in allastes of testing (information, student registration,
transporting testing materials, grading, and applyo institutions of higher education).

In 2008, the Center published a concise dictionarytesting terms — the first attempt in Ukraine to
systematize the most common foreign and Ukraireams$ used during the testing proces<pncise Testing
Dictionary, compiled by L.T. Kovalenko — K: Hramota, 2008hel TIMO (Testing and Monitoring in
Education) newsletter continues to be publisheihhvww.timo.com.ua/journdl

Thanks to the initiative and support of IRF, in Betder 2008 the results of the Trends in Internation
Mathematics and Science Study 2007 (TIMSS) werainbtl and publicized. The study was conducted in
May 2007 by the Center for Testing Technologies &muldication Quality Monitoring together with the
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine andaéemy of Pedagogical Sciences. Ukraine participated
the TIMSS for the first time (approximately 9,00Qdents), providing objective information on thatstof
secondary math and science education in Ukraircegazomparison with students in countries witheatdght
education systems, thus helping identify factoet thfluence differences in levels of preparatidhis will
help improve the Ukrainian education system, astlé@a math and science. The results of TIMSS 20@7 a
available on the Boston College website: http:g8andpirls.bc.edu/TIMSS2007/release.html

482 TRANSLATIONS OF SOCIAL AND SCIENTIFIC BOOKS FOR UKRAINE

The Social Capital and Academic Publications Pnog(manager - Taras Lyuty) aims to increase acaess t
information (primarily research) so that it canused effectively; enhance the role of academicipatibns

for the benefit of the development of Ukrainianisbg enrich the public environment in Ukraine bsing

the opportunities offered bhyew media

Translation Project — this joint initiative of the International Resaance Foundation, the Open Society
Institute Information Program and the Next Pagenéation (Sofia, Bulgaria) has been in Ukraine since
1998. As of February 2009, 481 translated booke lwen published in Ukrainian with program suppaord
another 160 are being prepared for publicationdi@©2and upcoming yearshe project works in partnership
with the Goethe-Institut in Ukraine, British Coulscin Ukraine, Polish Institute in Kyiv, Polish Eadsy in
Kyiv, and the Victor Pinchuk Foundation.

Open Access to Scientific Literature.ln 2008, the program and OSI provided supportour forojects:
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine Programmimgtitute (Kyiv) (www.publications.nas.gov.ya
Lviv NGO “Centre for the Humanities” (Lviv)_(www.hmanities.lviv.ug Oblast NGO “Center for Strategic




Initiatives” (Khmelnytsky) (http://www.csi.km.ua/gfindex.php; Ternopil State Ivan Puluj Technical
University (Ternopil ) (http://www.tu.edu.te.ua/@k).

These projects: created and expanded open accelsivear at research organizations and educational
institutions with full-text publications and eduicetal materials; organized informational seminaos f
stakeholders — educators, librarians and reseamgdinizations — to expand the practice of open agces
informational seminars for the media, competitiforsiournalists that write about open access; cditipes

for student research, etc.; increased user rigitgimg to access to information and its effectisse in
personal and public development. (http://www.dsgagmanities.org.ua:80/dspaceivww.tstu.edu.ua
http://library.tstu.edu.yahttp://www.csi.km.ug/

The Ukrainian Book Trade Project. After three years, the Ukrainian Book Trade Ecbrame to a close in
November 2008. The project was made possible thimksgrant received by the International Renaissan
Foundation and~und for Central and East European Book ProjeetsAmsterdam (CEEBP) from the
MATRA Program of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs tifie Netherlands. The goal was to create a prafiesbi
and powerful book market throughout Ukraine.

As a result of the project, central and regionalegnment in Ukraine opened a dialogue with the ighbig
industry, books became more accessible for consjmaed there was in an increase the number of place
where one can buy Ukrainian books in Zakarpattie, Yinnytsia, Volyn, Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhia,
Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv, Mykolayiv, Odesa, PoltavaivRe, Kherson, Khmelnytsky and Chernivtsi oblastd a
the Autonomous Republic of Crimea (the first regilodistribution centers were opened in these ¢itiEke
first database of Ukrainian books was created (higiknygy.org.ug), which contains detailed information
on 153,721 books by 2,609 publishers (69,221 capubehased and 5,534 are new releases. Approxiynatel
half of Ukrainian publishers and distributors atted the 41 project seminars and consultations. Most
participants were successful in starting new sahespublication projects. Internet portals wereeligyed for

the Ukrainian book industry: (www.UABooks.infUkrainian Publishers and Booksellers Associgtiamd
(www.VlasnaSprava.info(Business Technology Development Centre). In auaition of the Ukrainian Book
Trade Project, recommendations were prepared aséminated on development of state and regioneypol
to support of the Ukrainian book industry.

PUBLIC HEALTH

The Public Health Program (manager — Viktoria Tyhwska) promotes public health reform and improved
overall health of the Ukrainian population throwagitess to quality and proper medical assistance.

Law and Public Health. One of the achievements of this initiative in 2008s the launch of a new
movement in Ukraine that unites more then 25 pgtiaiman rights and medical organizations thatttogye
are working on protecting human rights in the publalth sphere and are developing recommenddtions
improving legislation in this field.

The movement united the winning projects that aresntly being implemented in several regions ofditke

— Lviv, Luhansk, Vinnytsia, Kharkiv, Kherson oblasind AR Crimea. These projects have already helped
uncover a humber of systematic violations in pasigights that served as the foundation for stiatkgal
cases that in the future may be submitted to thegeaan Court of Human Rights. Project activitiedude:
providing free legal assistance to patients andiliesn holding regular educational events for madlic
workers on human rights that help establish lommteooperation between public health institutidmanan
rights organizations and patient organizations (wWvaalthrights.ii

In five Ukrainian cities (Lviv, Mykolayiv, PoltavaChernihiv and Kherson), support was given to plevi
legal defense to intravenous drug users (IDU) aadple living with HIV/AIDS (PLWH). The legal



assistance provided in criminal cases helped ptewverarceration or lowered the penalty for detamee
belonging to these vulnerable social groups, armhgé the nature of relations between these grdins (
and PLWH), law enforcement and medical institutions

In June 2008, a report was presented based omshéis of a study conducted by the five project3ustice
for All: the importance of legal aid in the conteXtmedical services provided to drug users in lgd This
report provides examples of how free legal aidvedlantravenous drug users to better protect therasel
from human rights violations, obtain medical assise and improve the quality of their life.
(http://ww.irf.kiv.ua)

Public Health and Education in Ukraine — This initiative aims to promote the further dieyenent and
inclusion of public health issues in the traininglawyers and doctors. The All-Ukrainian Confererare
Medical Law and the Legal Status of Patients (Lviw-18 April 2008) was attended by over 150
representatives of human rights organizationsgpatjroups, medical associations and health depattm
Work has begun on developing the training colkgman Rights in Public Health/Medical Law” to be
approved by the Ministry of Health of Ukraine amdroduced in Ukrainian medical schools. A training
module was developed and approved in 2008 entitiednan Rights. Instructions for the Police on how

to Work with People Living with HIV/AIDS and Drug A ddicts,” which is used part of in-service training
courses taught at the Kyiv National Internal Affaldniversity for active law enforcement. This prijés
being implemented by the Center for Psycho-SocaidRilitation of Chemically Dependent Youth “Stgp b
Step” in conjunction with the National UniversitMtA Academy of Ukraine.” The training course wileb
finalized by March 2009.

Harm Reduction. NGOs working with people directly affected by druge and HIV/AIDS did advocacy
work in the regions aimed at increasing the levieharess to medical and social services and prieggnt
human rights violations by medical staff and lawoecement. The all-Ukrainian organization of pasent
whose children are undergoing substation therapdi&l' was formed and works with potential clientsl a
on informing stakeholders about the advantages rasdlts of substitution therapy. The All-Ukrainian
Association of Substitution Therapy Patients sthm@rking in late 2008 to unite patients from diéfat
regions, represent their interests and protect thggits in Ukraine. A three-day training on “Priaet Aspects

of Conducting a Media Campaign Advocating Harm Réida Projects” was held for representatives from
six regions (Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Kyiv, Mykolay Poltava and Sumy oblasts). The third summer
advocacy school was held for HIV/AIDS NGOs to buileeir advocacy skills. The summer school was
organized jointly with the International HIV/AID Adnce. As a result of the trainings, there is avne
generation of activists and leaders among thoselpesho have been directly affected by drugs usk an
HIV/AIDS who have started implementing advocacyjgets. (http://www.aidsalliance.org.ua

An information campaign called “Return Ticket” - time advantages and results of substitution theirapy
Ukraine - was launched in November-December 20@8:(/www.zpt.in.ua).

Palliative Care — helping those with incurable disases as a sign of true Ukrainian compassioiwVith
support from IRF, the All-Ukrainian Palliative Cafessociation and the All-Ukrainian Council for Ratt
Rights and Safety successfully lobbied the creativa Coordinating Council for the Expansion ofliative
Care in Ukraine, whose membership and mandate wagroeed by a Ministry of Health
(http://zakon.nau.ua/doc/?uid=1039.8148.0he Coordinating Council has been given the manda
develop and submit for approval a National Progfamthe Development of Palliative and Hospice Cfare
2010-2014, which will not only make palliative came element of the general health system, butredgjuire
the government to allocate a budget to financegisi services for the public.

The Program supported projects that gave a puséartisranalyzing the problems faced by palliativeepds
from the point of view of human rights, especiaated to access to painkillers and overall meédiaee. An
analysis was done and report prepared on accessrikillers (opioids) for palliative patients in ti#ine, the



results of which will form the basis for large-sahdvocacy and development of normative and legal
documents for approval of tidational Palliative Care Program
(http://www.moz.gov.ua/ua/main/docs/?docID=10898

Access to Essential MedicineSupport was provided for the first time to anawative project by the “Civic
Initiative to Help People Suffering from Chronicreli Hepatitis in Ukraine” aimed at uniting the etfoof
the public, medical staff and patients who have dtiip C to develop a joint action plan for advaogt
improved prevention, diagnosis and treatment fas¢hsuffering from chronic viral hepatitis. Infortioz
about this project and hepatitis in Ukraine is kldée at:_http://hepatit.org.ua/




